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Introduction
• “Static files” are files like CSS files, 

JavaScript files and images that are not 
dynamically generated by the application. 

• Django provides a built-in app called 
“staticfiles” to manage these files.



Resources
• Django - Add Static File: 

https://www.w3schools.com/django/django_add
_static_files.php

• How to manage static files (e.g. images, 
JavaScript, CSS): 
https://docs.djangoproject.com/en/5.2/howto/st
atic-files/

• Django Static File: 
https://www.geeksforgeeks.org/python/django-
static-file/
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How to Use Static Files
• Include “django.contrib.staticfiles“ in “INSTALLED_APPS” in 

“settings.py”.
• Define “STATIC_URL” in “settings.py”.
• Optionally define “STATIC_ROOT” and “STATICFILES_DIRS” in 

“settings.py”.
• Place static files in a “static” folder within your app or in directories 

specified in “STATICFILES_DIRS”.
• In templates, load the static tag using {% load static %} and use {% 

static 'path/to/file' %} to reference static files.
• During development, Django automatically serves static files when 

DEBUG = True.
• For production, run “python manage.py collectstatic” to gather all static 

files into STATIC_ROOT and configure your web server to serve them.

(Text Generated by AI)



Note!
• When “DEBUG = False”, Django does not automatically 

serve static files. You must use “python manage.py
collectstatic” and configure your web server.

• “STATIC_ROOT” is primarily used for deployment in 
production, while “STATICFILES_DIRS“ specifies 
additional locations for static files in development.

• The command “python manage.py collectstatic” gathers 
static files from your apps and other locations into 
the “STATIC_ROOT” directory for deployment.

• When using “DEBUG = False” you must specify allowed 
hosts using “ALLOWED_HOSTS”.

(Text Generated by AI)



Create “static” folder
Create a new folder, either in your project folder or in your app folder.



“settings.py”
Make sure that “django.contrib.staticfiles” is included in 
“INSTALLED_APPS” section in the “settings.py” file.

Define “STATIC_URL” the “settings.py” file as well:

Both these settings was enabled by default in my case, so I did not need to add them.
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Use Images
We add an image into the “static” folder:



“company.html” Template
{% load static %} 
<!DOCTYPE html>
<html>
<head>
<title>Company App</title>
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width, initial-scale=1">
<link href="https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/bootstrap@5.3.3/dist/css/bootstrap.min.css" rel="stylesheet">
<script src="https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/bootstrap@5.3.3/dist/js/bootstrap.bundle.min.js"></script>
</head>
<body>

{% include "header.html" with company=company.companyname %}

<div class="container-fluid pt-1">
<h1>Company Home Page</h1>
<p>Hello, Welcome to <b>{{ company.companyname }}</b>.</p>
<p>Email: {{ company.email }}</p>
<p>Web: {{ company.website }}</p>

<p><img src="{% static 'company.png' %}" alt="Company Image"></p>

</div>
</body>
</html>



“company.html” Template



DEBUG = False

Image will not be shown!

Note! When DEBUG=False, you 
also need to specify 
“ALLOWED_HOSTS”. Using ‘*’ 
means “anything” and should 
not be used in production.



Multiple Apps?

Note! If you have or planning to have multiple 
Django Apps in your Django Project, you should 
create a subfolder in the static folder that has the 
same name as your App, in my case “company”.



“STATIC_ROOT”
“STATIC_ROOT” is primarily used for deployment in production

..>python manage.py collectstatic

Then we run the following command in the Terminal:

The command “python manage.py collectstatic”
gathers static files from your apps and other locations 
into the “STATIC_ROOT” directory for deployment.



Different Static Files
We typically will include different static files like images, CSS files and JavaScript 
files, so it is a good idea to also create subfolders for those different categories
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Create CSS File
We create a CSS file that we want to use in all our templates:



“company.html”
{% load static %} 
<!DOCTYPE html>
<html>

<head>
<title>Company App</title>
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width, initial-scale=1">
<link href="https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/bootstrap@5.3.3/dist/css/bootstrap.min.css" rel="stylesheet">
<script src="https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/bootstrap@5.3.3/dist/js/bootstrap.bundle.min.js"></script>
<link rel="stylesheet" href="{% static 'company/css/main.css' %}">

</head>
<body>

{% include "header.html" with company=company.companyname %}

<div class="container-fluid pt-1">
<h1>Company Home Page</h1>
<p>Hello, Welcome to <b>{{ company.companyname }}</b>.</p>
<p>Email: {{ company.email }}</p>
<p>Web: {{ company.website }}</p>

<p><img src="{% static 'company/img/company.png' %}" alt="Company Image"></p>
</div>

</body>
</html>



Results
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Create JavaScript File



“company.html”
{% load static %} 
<!DOCTYPE html>
<html>

<head>
<title>Company App</title>
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width, initial-scale=1">
<link href="https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/bootstrap@5.3.3/dist/css/bootstrap.min.css" rel="stylesheet">
<script src="https://cdn.jsdelivr.net/npm/bootstrap@5.3.3/dist/js/bootstrap.bundle.min.js"></script>
<link rel="stylesheet" href="{% static 'company/css/main.css' %}">
<script src="{% static 'company/js/scripts.js' %}"></script>

</head>
<body>

<script>welcome()</script>
{% include "header.html" with company=company.companyname %}
<div class="container-fluid pt-1">
<h1>Company Home Page</h1>
<p>Hello, Welcome to <b>{{ company.companyname }}</b>.</p>
<p>Email: {{ company.email }}</p>
<p>Web: {{ company.website }}</p>

<p><img src="{% static 'company/img/company.png' %}" alt="Company Image"></p>
</div>

</body>
</html>



Hans-Petter Halvorsen
University of South-Eastern Norway
www.usn.no

E-mail: hans.p.halvorsen@usn.no 
Web: https://www.halvorsen.blog  

http://www.usn.no/
mailto:hans.p.halvorsen@usn.no
mailto:hans.p.halvorsen@usn.no
https://www.halvorsen.blog/

	Start
	Slide 1: Django Static Files
	Slide 2: Contents
	Slide 3: Introduction
	Slide 4: Resources

	Configuration
	Slide 5: Configuration
	Slide 6: How to Use Static Files
	Slide 7: Note!
	Slide 8: Create “static” folder
	Slide 9: “settings.py”

	Images
	Slide 10: Images
	Slide 11: Use Images
	Slide 12: “company.html” Template
	Slide 13: “company.html” Template
	Slide 14: DEBUG = False
	Slide 15: Multiple Apps?
	Slide 16: “STATIC_ROOT”
	Slide 17: Different Static Files

	CSS
	Slide 18: CSS
	Slide 19: Create CSS File
	Slide 20: “company.html”
	Slide 21: Results

	JavaScript
	Slide 22: JavaScript
	Slide 23: Create JavaScript File
	Slide 24: “company.html”

	Finished
	Slide 25


